
 

 
 

April 5, 2022 
 
Re: New Principal Announcement 
 
Dear Members of the Presentation Community,  
 
It is with great pleasure that I announce Kristina Luscher has been named the next 
Principal of Presentation High School, effective July 1, 2022.  
 
Kristina joins us from Bellarmine College Preparatory in San Jose where she has served in 
various roles for 22 years, and as principal for the last seven, during which time she has led 
the school through several phases of transformation. Kristina also made history during 
her time at Bellarmine, as the first female principal in the school’s 170-year history. 
 
Kristina is drawn to Presentation’s vision of developing fearless and faithful leaders 
determined to serve the world, and brings an understanding and enthusiasm for female 
leadership, the Catholic mission and the unique charism of the Sisters of the Presentation. 
Her passion for education and Catholic school leadership has seen her serve in a variety of 
roles over the past 25 years: notably as an English teacher, Dean of Faculty, Assistant 
Principal and Principal. She also has a deep personal connection to our school as the proud 
parent of two Presentation graduates. As a child, she attended St. Patrick’s Elementary 
School in San Jose, which was then run by the Sisters of the Presentation. 
 
After Katherine Georgiev made the decision last fall to start a new professional chapter 
following 13 years of service at Pres, we announced the formation of a Principal Search 
Committee made up of Board members, school leadership, faculty and alumnae. This team 
committed to leading an inclusive, thoughtful and thorough process, guided by our unique 
all-girls, Catholic mission, vision and values, and informed by community input.  
 
Reflecting on feedback from the initial community surveys, the committee was charged 
with finding a student-centered and motivational Catholic educational leader with a 
growth mindset. The focus was also on  finding someone with a clear vision for curriculum 
and instruction, and an affinity for leading a single-gender school. In addition, the 
committee also set out to find an educator who shares a passion for female 
empowerment, can collaboratively develop faculty and build cohesive teams, and has 
served as an active champion for important diversity, equity and inclusion efforts.  
 
The committee designed a rigorous vetting process for the candidates that included semi-
finalist interviews and a comprehensive campus visit where each finalist met with faculty, 
staff, students, administrators, Board members and the Sisters of the Presentation. Input 



 

 
 

from all participants was carefully considered, and I agreed wholeheartedly with the 
committee's recommendation that Kristina Luscher is the right candidate to serve as our 
next principal at Presentation. 
 
Our community’s high level of investment in the future of Presentation was evident 
throughout this process. On behalf of the entire Presentation community, I want to 
express my deep gratitude to the Search Committee for their efforts to bring forward 
such a strong and committed partner to lead collaboratively with me in our President-
Principal leadership model, a group skillfully led by Vice Principal Stacey Teague ’85 
Stebbins. I also want to thank the Sisters of the Presentation, the Board of Directors, our 
faculty, staff, students and parents who were an integral part of the process and 
understand the significance of this decision to identify our next principal.  
 
With a steadfast commitment to empowering our students – past, present and future – we 
are blessed to have Kristina’s reflective integrity, strong student-first perspective, 
intentional commitment to DEI, and thoughtful care and empathy for teachers, parents 
and alumnae in our community. 
 
As part of her welcome to our community, we are planning to host several meet-and-
greets with Kristina and me in the coming months, so please keep an eye out for that. In 
the meantime, please join me in warmly welcoming Kristina and her family to Presentation 
High School!  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Holly Elkins 
President 
 
 


