
4/4/23, 1:21 PM Half state’s candidates for U.S. Presidential Scholars from Bay Area

https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/01/26/these-bay-area-students-are-candidates-for-the-prestigious-u-s-presidential-scholars-program/ 1/11
  

By By ELISSA MIOLENEELISSA MIOLENE |  | emiolene@bayareanewsgroup.comemiolene@bayareanewsgroup.com | Bay Area | Bay Area

News GroupNews Group

The presidential seal is seen on the lectern ahead in the State Dining Room of theThe presidential seal is seen on the lectern ahead in the State Dining Room of the
White House in Washington, DC on July 28, 2022. (Photo by MANDEL NGAN/AFP viaWhite House in Washington, DC on July 28, 2022. (Photo by MANDEL NGAN/AFP via
Getty Images)Getty Images)

NEWSNEWSEDUCATIONEDUCATION

These Bay Area students areThese Bay Area students are
candidates for the prestigiouscandidates for the prestigious
U.S. Presidential ScholarsU.S. Presidential Scholars
ProgramProgram
Nearly 150 Bay Area students have been selected asNearly 150 Bay Area students have been selected as
candidates for one of the country’s highest academiccandidates for one of the country’s highest academic
honorshonors

 •  • NewsNews

https://www.mercurynews.com/author/elissa-miolene/
mailto:emiolene@bayareanewsgroup.com
https://www.mercurynews.com/news/
https://www.mercurynews.com/news/education/


4/4/23, 1:21 PM Half state’s candidates for U.S. Presidential Scholars from Bay Area

https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/01/26/these-bay-area-students-are-candidates-for-the-prestigious-u-s-presidential-scholars-program/ 2/11

PUBLISHED: PUBLISHED: January 26, 2023 at 5:17 p.m.January 26, 2023 at 5:17 p.m. | UPDATED:  | UPDATED: January 28, 2023 at 5:12 a.m.January 28, 2023 at 5:12 a.m.

According to the U.S. Department of Education, the awards highlight “excellenceAccording to the U.S. Department of Education, the awards highlight “excellence

in education and the promise of greatness in America’s youth.” Students arein education and the promise of greatness in America’s youth.” Students are

selected based on their academic achievement, including scores on the SAT orselected based on their academic achievement, including scores on the SAT or

ACT exams, talent in the visual, creative and performing arts, and skills in theACT exams, talent in the visual, creative and performing arts, and skills in the

career and technical education fields.career and technical education fields.

Nearly 150 Bay Area students have been selected as candidates for the U.S.Nearly 150 Bay Area students have been selected as candidates for the U.S.

Presidential Scholars Program, one of the country’s highest honors for graduatingPresidential Scholars Program, one of the country’s highest honors for graduating

high school seniors.high school seniors.

These students were selected from nearly 3.6 million high school graduatesThese students were selected from nearly 3.6 million high school graduates

across the country, and will be in the running for receiving Presidential Scholarsacross the country, and will be in the running for receiving Presidential Scholars

Medallions, the final prize for the competition, this June. Each year, up to 161Medallions, the final prize for the competition, this June. Each year, up to 161

students are selected to receive the final award, and are selected from a nationalstudents are selected to receive the final award, and are selected from a national

pool of over 5,000.pool of over 5,000.

The list of U.S. Presidential Scholar Program candidates from the Bay Area areThe list of U.S. Presidential Scholar Program candidates from the Bay Area are

below. The cities listed are those of their residence.below. The cities listed are those of their residence.

AlamedaAlameda

Claire M. Wong, The College Preparatory SchoolClaire M. Wong, The College Preparatory School

AlbanyAlbany

Sebastian H. Weinberger, The College Preparatory SchoolSebastian H. Weinberger, The College Preparatory School

BelvedereBelvedere

Sa’Ar L. Lipshitz, Redwood High SchoolSa’Ar L. Lipshitz, Redwood High School

BerkeleyBerkeley

Gavin Trotmore, Berkeley High SchoolGavin Trotmore, Berkeley High School

BurlingameBurlingame

Tegbir Panesar, The College Preparatory SchoolTegbir Panesar, The College Preparatory School
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CupertinoCupertino

Allison Z. Jiang, Monta Vista High SchoolAllison Z. Jiang, Monta Vista High School

Anya Goyal, Monta Vista High SchoolAnya Goyal, Monta Vista High School

Celina K. Yang, Cupertino High SchoolCelina K. Yang, Cupertino High School

Derrick Z. Liu, BASIS Independent Silicon ValleyDerrick Z. Liu, BASIS Independent Silicon Valley

Jeremy Ko, Harker SchoolJeremy Ko, Harker School

Jessica W. Zhang, Monta Vista High SchoolJessica W. Zhang, Monta Vista High School

Kenneth Shui, Monta Vista High SchoolKenneth Shui, Monta Vista High School

DanvilleDanville

Sabrina Brandeis, Monte Vista High SchoolSabrina Brandeis, Monte Vista High School

Vishaan Joshi, Monte Vista High SchoolVishaan Joshi, Monte Vista High School

DublinDublin

Katherine Cheng, Dublin High SchoolKatherine Cheng, Dublin High School

Siddharth Ajay, Dublin High SchoolSiddharth Ajay, Dublin High School

Foster CityFoster City

Fiona H. Lu, Hillsdale High SchoolFiona H. Lu, Hillsdale High School

Maya G. Rao, San Mateo High SchoolMaya G. Rao, San Mateo High School

FremontFremont

Akhilesh Basetty, Mission San Jose High SchoolAkhilesh Basetty, Mission San Jose High School

Ambareesh Shyam Sundar, Irvington High SchoolAmbareesh Shyam Sundar, Irvington High School

Andrew Wen, Phillips AcademyAndrew Wen, Phillips Academy

Arushi G. Agarwal, Mission San Jose High SchoolArushi G. Agarwal, Mission San Jose High School

Aryan Singh, American High SchoolAryan Singh, American High School

Chris J. Ge, Mission San Jose High SchoolChris J. Ge, Mission San Jose High School

Jerry Yuan, Mission San Jose High SchoolJerry Yuan, Mission San Jose High School

Maggie Zhang, Mission San Jose High SchoolMaggie Zhang, Mission San Jose High School

Michael Zhou, Mission San Jose High SchoolMichael Zhou, Mission San Jose High School

Nandana J. Nambiar, Mission San Jose High SchoolNandana J. Nambiar, Mission San Jose High School

Olivia Wu, Mission San Jose High SchoolOlivia Wu, Mission San Jose High School

Samvar M. Yedur, American High SchoolSamvar M. Yedur, American High School

Selena T. Tang, Mission San Jose High SchoolSelena T. Tang, Mission San Jose High School

Shelley Fernando, Mission San Jose High SchoolShelley Fernando, Mission San Jose High School

Shelley Li, Mission San Jose High SchoolShelley Li, Mission San Jose High School

Sophia Zhu, Irvington High SchoolSophia Zhu, Irvington High School

Hung Lin, American High SchoolHung Lin, American High School

Jonathan S. Tao, Mission San Jose High SchoolJonathan S. Tao, Mission San Jose High School
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HillsboroughHillsborough

Angelina J. Parker, Aragon High SchoolAngelina J. Parker, Aragon High School

Caroline Vichot, Crystal Springs Uplands SchoolCaroline Vichot, Crystal Springs Uplands School

Michelle J. Zhang, The Nueva SchoolMichelle J. Zhang, The Nueva School

Los AltosLos Altos

Jack Hsieh, Harker SchoolJack Hsieh, Harker School

Nikita Raman, Presentation High SchoolNikita Raman, Presentation High School

Vincent Y. Zhang, Harker SchoolVincent Y. Zhang, Harker School

Menlo ParkMenlo Park

Alexander Parikh-Briggs, Menlo Atherton High SchoolAlexander Parikh-Briggs, Menlo Atherton High School

Adrian M. Deutscher-Bisho, Menlo Atherton High SchoolAdrian M. Deutscher-Bisho, Menlo Atherton High School

Lucy Knox, Sacred Heart PreparatoryLucy Knox, Sacred Heart Preparatory

MilpitasMilpitas

Phoebe H. Ong, Ocean Grove Charter SchoolPhoebe H. Ong, Ocean Grove Charter School

Mountain ViewMountain View

Ella Gal On, Stanford Univ EPGY Online High SchoolElla Gal On, Stanford Univ EPGY Online High School

Katherine Y. Wang, Los Altos High SchoolKatherine Y. Wang, Los Altos High School

Yuting Wang, Mountain View High SchoolYuting Wang, Mountain View High School

OaklandOakland

Ashley Quach, Unknown High SchoolAshley Quach, Unknown High School

Jasper D. Zietlow, Piedmont High SchoolJasper D. Zietlow, Piedmont High School

OrindaOrinda

Michelle J. Giovinazzo, Miramonte High SchoolMichelle J. Giovinazzo, Miramonte High School
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Palo AltoPalo Alto

Alan D. Lee, Henry M. Gunn High SchoolAlan D. Lee, Henry M. Gunn High School

Alexis Jae-Yeon Kim, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolAlexis Jae-Yeon Kim, Palo Alto Senior High School

Amelia M. Yu, Henry M. Gunn High SchoolAmelia M. Yu, Henry M. Gunn High School

Anna Kim, Castilleja SchoolAnna Kim, Castilleja School

Cayden Gu, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolCayden Gu, Palo Alto Senior High School

Dhananjay Deshpande, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolDhananjay Deshpande, Palo Alto Senior High School

Jack Fallows, Henry M. Gunn High SchoolJack Fallows, Henry M. Gunn High School

Jonathan E. Mao, Henry M. Gunn High SchoolJonathan E. Mao, Henry M. Gunn High School

Karrie Z. Huang, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolKarrie Z. Huang, Palo Alto Senior High School

Kaylee Wong, Henry M. Gunn High SchoolKaylee Wong, Henry M. Gunn High School

Maanasa Viswanath, Henry M. Gunn High SchoolMaanasa Viswanath, Henry M. Gunn High School

Maya M. Mukherjee, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolMaya M. Mukherjee, Palo Alto Senior High School

Mingyuan Wang, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolMingyuan Wang, Palo Alto Senior High School

Nina H. Franz, Harker SchoolNina H. Franz, Harker School

Patrick Xue, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolPatrick Xue, Palo Alto Senior High School

Ryan Lee, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolRyan Lee, Palo Alto Senior High School

Sonia E. Cherian, Castilleja SchoolSonia E. Cherian, Castilleja School

Vivian Wu, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolVivian Wu, Palo Alto Senior High School

Yu-Ting Chang, Henry M. Gunn High SchoolYu-Ting Chang, Henry M. Gunn High School

PiedmontPiedmont

Victor Z. Laczay, Wasatch AcademyVictor Z. Laczay, Wasatch Academy

PleasantonPleasanton

Aryan Jain, Amador Valley High SchoolAryan Jain, Amador Valley High School

Caleb M. Joo, Foothill High SchoolCaleb M. Joo, Foothill High School

Claire Xu, Foothill High SchoolClaire Xu, Foothill High School

Ishani Shah, Foothill High SchoolIshani Shah, Foothill High School

Nihaal A. Konda, Bellarmine College PreparatoryNihaal A. Konda, Bellarmine College Preparatory

Tanish Kumar, Stanford Univ EPGY Online High SchoolTanish Kumar, Stanford Univ EPGY Online High School

Ziyue Cao, Amador Valley High SchoolZiyue Cao, Amador Valley High School

Portola ValleyPortola Valley

Maren C. Deem, Woodside Priory SchoolMaren C. Deem, Woodside Priory School
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San FranciscoSan Francisco

Alison Soong, Crystal Springs Uplands SchoolAlison Soong, Crystal Springs Uplands School

Ella Barrett, San Francisco University High SchoolElla Barrett, San Francisco University High School

Chelsea E. Woolf, San Francisco University High SchoolChelsea E. Woolf, San Francisco University High School

Jack C. Quach, St. Ignatius College PreparatoryJack C. Quach, St. Ignatius College Preparatory

Jeffrey Xu, Lowell High SchoolJeffrey Xu, Lowell High School

Micah Brown, The Nueva SchoolMicah Brown, The Nueva School

William C. Mao, St. Paul’s SchoolWilliam C. Mao, St. Paul’s School

San JoseSan Jose

Ayush Agarwal, BASIS Independent Silicon ValleyAyush Agarwal, BASIS Independent Silicon Valley

Annmaria K. Antony, Harker SchoolAnnmaria K. Antony, Harker School

Andrew T. Chang, Evergreen Valley High SchoolAndrew T. Chang, Evergreen Valley High School

Kylie Chang, Lynbrook High SchoolKylie Chang, Lynbrook High School

Eleanor Y. Chen, Lynbrook High SchoolEleanor Y. Chen, Lynbrook High School

Alison Ding, BASIS Independent Silicon ValleyAlison Ding, BASIS Independent Silicon Valley

Anna Figge, University Preparatory AcademyAnna Figge, University Preparatory Academy

Ilinca Flacau, Leland High SchoolIlinca Flacau, Leland High School

Jia S. Gill, Presentation High SchoolJia S. Gill, Presentation High School

Ritali Jain, Evergreen Valley High SchoolRitali Jain, Evergreen Valley High School

Tarini Amsav Jayakumar, Prospect High SchoolTarini Amsav Jayakumar, Prospect High School

Alyson Jiang, BASIS Independent Silicon ValleyAlyson Jiang, BASIS Independent Silicon Valley

Neil Kakhandiki, Lynbrook High SchoolNeil Kakhandiki, Lynbrook High School

Elizabeth Lau, University Preparatory AcademyElizabeth Lau, University Preparatory Academy

David Lee, Lynbrook High SchoolDavid Lee, Lynbrook High School

Lavinia Lei, Monta Vista High SchoolLavinia Lei, Monta Vista High School

Qingyuan Li, Archbishop Mitty High SchoolQingyuan Li, Archbishop Mitty High School

Maggie Liu, Leland High SchoolMaggie Liu, Leland High School

Miranda Lu, Leland High SchoolMiranda Lu, Leland High School

Anirudh R. Mani, Bellarmine College PreparatoryAnirudh R. Mani, Bellarmine College Preparatory

Mike Nguyen, The Kings AcademyMike Nguyen, The Kings Academy

Michelle Qiao, Leland High SchoolMichelle Qiao, Leland High School

Angela Sheu, Los Gatos High SchoolAngela Sheu, Los Gatos High School

Benjamin T. Sosnowski, Leland High SchoolBenjamin T. Sosnowski, Leland High School

Akshara Taraniganty, Lynbrook High SchoolAkshara Taraniganty, Lynbrook High School

Fiona F. Tsang, Ohio Connections AcademyFiona F. Tsang, Ohio Connections Academy

Dipti S. Venkatesh, Evergreen Valley High SchoolDipti S. Venkatesh, Evergreen Valley High School

Pranav Virupaksha, Lynbrook High SchoolPranav Virupaksha, Lynbrook High School

Konrad Wrebiak, Lynbrook High SchoolKonrad Wrebiak, Lynbrook High School
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San MateoSan Mateo

Leil Cheng, Hillsdale High SchoolLeil Cheng, Hillsdale High School

San RamonSan Ramon

Alexander J. Moyer, California High SchoolAlexander J. Moyer, California High School

Harshitha Palacharla, California High SchoolHarshitha Palacharla, California High School

Navya Kancharla, Dougherty Valley High SchoolNavya Kancharla, Dougherty Valley High School

Srushti Talluri, Dougherty Valley High SchoolSrushti Talluri, Dougherty Valley High School

Timothy Schoonover, The Quarry Lane SchoolTimothy Schoonover, The Quarry Lane School

Vivian Y. Chang, The College Preparatory SchoolVivian Y. Chang, The College Preparatory School

Santa ClaraSanta Clara

Edward Du, Cupertino High SchoolEdward Du, Cupertino High School

Parker V. Stagnoli, Technology High SchoolParker V. Stagnoli, Technology High School

Shreyan Mitra, Adrian C Wilcox High SchoolShreyan Mitra, Adrian C Wilcox High School

Santa RosaSanta Rosa

Parker V. Stagnoli, Technology High SchoolParker V. Stagnoli, Technology High School

SaratogaSaratoga

Allison Zhu, Unknown High SchoolAllison Zhu, Unknown High School

Arshi Chawla, Saratoga High SchoolArshi Chawla, Saratoga High School

Jason M. Cheng, Saratoga High SchoolJason M. Cheng, Saratoga High School

Joel Kim, Saratoga High SchoolJoel Kim, Saratoga High School

Nicholas P. Wei, Harker SchoolNicholas P. Wei, Harker School

Sabrina Zhu, Saratoga High SchoolSabrina Zhu, Saratoga High School

Sally H. Zhu, Unknown High SchoolSally H. Zhu, Unknown High School

Vivian Wang, Saratoga High SchoolVivian Wang, Saratoga High School

Scotts ValleyScotts Valley

James Y. Chen, Georgiana Bruce Kirby Preparatory SchoolJames Y. Chen, Georgiana Bruce Kirby Preparatory School

StanfordStanford

Rupert Chen, Harker SchoolRupert Chen, Harker School

Peter H. Covert, Palo Alto Senior High SchoolPeter H. Covert, Palo Alto Senior High School
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SunnyvaleSunnyvale

Anika Wahi, Adrian C Wilcox High SchoolAnika Wahi, Adrian C Wilcox High School

Daniel I. Shih, Fremont High SchoolDaniel I. Shih, Fremont High School

Emma V. Lenchenkova, Living Wisdom High SchoolEmma V. Lenchenkova, Living Wisdom High School

Emma Yu, Homestead High SchoolEmma Yu, Homestead High School

Jonathan R. Thong, The Kings AcademyJonathan R. Thong, The Kings Academy

Nikita Senthil, Saint Francis High SchoolNikita Senthil, Saint Francis High School

Sezen Musa, Adrian C Wilcox High SchoolSezen Musa, Adrian C Wilcox High School

TiburonTiburon

Madeleine de Belloy, Lycee Francais de San FranciscoMadeleine de Belloy, Lycee Francais de San Francisco

Walnut CreekWalnut Creek

Elane Kim, Stanford Univ EPGY Online High SchoolElane Kim, Stanford Univ EPGY Online High School

Erin C. Suh, The College Preparatory SchoolErin C. Suh, The College Preparatory School

WoodsideWoodside

Linus Upson, Crystal Springs Uplands SchoolLinus Upson, Crystal Springs Uplands School
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