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Although the weather was relatively warm, Saturday, Sept. 22  
marked the first day of fall, which means we are now entering a  
season of change. Some of us welcome the change—a chance  
to mix up our wardrobe, shift to a different recipe list, and start  
ordering holiday-themed coffee drinks. Others of us struggle with 
transition, looking back with nostalgia, longing for the rhythms  
and patterns that were comfortable and familiar. But we all know  
change is inevitable; and while change can be difficult, we 
intuitively know change can also be good.

George Bernard said, “Progress is impossible without change,  
and those who cannot change their minds cannot change  
anything,” which effectively highlights our mission as educators:  
we are in the business of teaching students how to be okay with  
change. We work to inspire them to change their minds about 
themselves—to undo the stereotypes and fears they have perhaps 
internalized; we try to give them tools to analyze and alter their 
preconceived notions about the world around them; and we  
attempt to empower them to actually become agents of change 
themselves. This is our ultimate goal. We aim to develop  
change-makers.

As parents and teachers, there is no better way for us to serve  
our students than to teach them to adapt to change. The world  
around them is morphing and shifting faster than any of us can  
imagine, so we must model for our kids how to navigate the ups  
and downs of political, financial, technological, and environmental 
change. Together, we must give them the tools to think critically,  
solve problems, adapt and innovate, and find hope, especially in  
times of change.

Presentation, too, is on the brink of change. We are undergoing 
a leadership transition that is unprecedented in the history of our 
institution. Our long-time principal and short-term president has 
resigned; our new principal has gone out on maternity leave; our 
administration team is relatively new. Change is afoot. And we can  
choose to be nervous—wary of what this wave of change will  
bring—or we can choose to see this as an opportunity. Our new 
administration team has a great deal of collective institutional and  
career experience, and we are at the helm of ship that is not only  
well-built, but also well-maintained. We are in the fortunate position  
of being able to reflect on and learn from the history and tradition  
that has brought us this far, while we simultaneously assess the ways  
in which we can continue propelling Pres forward in a society, nation, 
and world that is rapidly changing around us. We could not be more 
excited, and more confident, as we enter this period of change.

So, we call upon you to walk with us in this journey of growth. Remind 
your daughters that while change can feel uncomfortable and uncertain, 
it can also be the genesis of incredible progress. We have over 800 of  
the most intelligent, capable, hard-working young women on our  
campus right now, and they demonstrate daily the potential they have  
to change the world for the better. If we work together to support them  
in developing their mental flexibility as well as their intellect, there is  
no limit to what they will achieve.

Thank you for your partnership in this mission, 
Andria Bengtson 
Vice Principal of Instruction

mailto:abengtson@presentationhs.org
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Parent Board 
By Cheryl Engelstad | Parent Board President

 
Consider taking advantage of all the resources available to parents to help with all the information required to navigate all things Pres.  

For new parents, there are coffee meetings to answer questions and get to know other new parents. In addition, the Parent Board runs the Parent 
Connection program where veteran parents are available to answer questions from a parent’s perspective. Every incoming Freshman parent has  
been assigned a Family Connection parent representative. If you’re unsure of who your parent rep is, please contact Nusheen Zarnegar-Hall at 
nzarnegarhall@gmail.com.

I would like to thank everyone who worked so hard at putting together the recent Mother-Daughter Mass and Breakfast. As an alum with daughters  
at the school, this is one of my favorite events. Spending time specifically set aside to honor the relationship between mother and daughter is so special 
and such a memory to cherish. This event would not be possible without all the wonderful men and dads in our lives to cook, serve and work behind  
the scenes to make it amazing.  

The next fun event sponsored by the Parent Board is the upcoming Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Tournament. The poker tournament is open to everyone  
from the seasoned gamblers to first timers looking to have a great night and poker fun while supporting the school. Meet other Pres parents, have  
all you can eat and drink while playing poker at our Parent Board run tables. Scheduled for Friday, Nov. 16, the poker tournament also offers fun  
prizes so look for more details and registration information available soon.

Another great way to meet parents and have fun is to volunteer for events or activities at the school. Of course, we have a job that you’d enjoy, but  
we need to know what you’d like to do. Contact the Office of Advancement at (408) 264-5110 for information on how you can get involved today 
and play a vital role in the development and funding of important programs at Pres. 

Don’t forget, if your student has an upcoming birthday, you can surprise her with birthday balloons from Presentation with a special message  
from you. You can order your balloons at www.presentationhs.org/support-pres/birthday-balloons.

www.presentationhs.org
mailto:nzarnegarhall@gmail.com
https://www.presentationhs.org/events/texasholdem
www.presentationhs.org/support-pres/birthday-balloons
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Theater  
By Jim Houle  |  Director of Performing Arts 
 
Sixty-five Students and Seventy-six 
Trombones 
Pres performers take the stage November 3-18 to perform our main-stage 
musical production of the Broadway classic, The Music Man. Seniors 
Lauren Chivers and Laura Powers will lead this company of amazing 
Pres talent, along with fourteen boys from local high schools and even 
some kids from grade schools. A stage crew of twenty will provide 
backstage support for our acting company under the leadership of stage 
manager Rebecca Zane. Rousing production numbers and theatrical 
characters will make this production a memorable one. I hope you 
have the foresight to reserve your seat before they are gone. Don’t wait! 
Last year’s musical sold out every seat, so don’t get locked out this 
year. Tickets are now on sale for all performances. Just connect to the 
box office from our homepage. A night out with the family to attend a 
musical. What better way to add culture to your lives? See you there.  

I.T.S. for a Cause 
Our drama club, the International Thespian Society (I.T.S.), presents 
their annual benefit concert on Wednesday, Oct. 3 at 7 p.m. in the 
Valenzuela Theater. This year, the students have chosen the Sisters  
of the Presentation as their beneficiary, and they have themed their 
concert “Around the World” to highlight some of the Sister’s work  
in other countries. This concert is always an eclectic evening of song, 
dance, comedy and drama. Senior officers Rebecca Zane, Francesca 
Meninger, Kelly Nguyen, Chloe Fehr and Evelyn Rubinchik promise  
an evening of the best talent Pres has to offer, including appearances  
by the national championship-winning Presentation Dance Team,  
as well as our new Dance Company. Donations for the concert are  
fifteen dollars and tickets are available from any I.T.S. member and  
at the door. See a great show and help a great cause! See you at  
the theater.

mailto:jhoule@presentationhs.org
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College Counseling  
By Anya Ishida  |  Director of College Counseling 
 
There is a lot going on in the College Counseling Office! More than  
50 college admissions representatives have already visited Presentation 
High School with more than 50 more scheduled to visit in October. 
The seniors are taking charge of the college process and are working 
diligently to complete their applications. October also marks the 
beginning of the financial aid season with the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid and CSS Profile being available on Monday,  
Oct. 1. Financial Aid Night for Senior Parents is on October 4 at  
7 p.m. in Valenzuela Theater.

Seniors have been hard at work finalizing their college lists and 
requesting letters of recommendation from their teachers and 
counselors. The college counselors are looking forward to  
Workshop Wednesday on Wednesday, Oct. 10. Seniors will be  
given tips and advice to help them fill out various types of college 
applications.

Also, on Wednesday, Oct. 10, all sophomores will take the Pre-ACT  
and all juniors will take the PSAT/NMSQT at Presentation High  
School. The Pre-ACT for sophomores helps students understand  
their potential performance on the ACT. The Pre-ACT also assists in  
early postsecondary planning and career investigation and will help  
your daughter understand her academic strengths and weaknesses.  
Your daughter’s Pre-ACT score will not be shared with colleges.

The PSAT/NMSQT for juniors serves as a practice for the SAT and is 
used to determine eligibility and qualification for the National Merit 
Scholarship Program. Your daughter’s PSAT score will not be shared  
with colleges.

Test Day Logistics for Wednesday, Oct. 11
• This is a mandatory school day. 

• Students are permitted to wear free dress in accordance  
with the dress code. 

• School buildings close at 3 p.m. Please make arrangements  
to have your students picked up from school by this time. 

• There will be no food service, so students should bring a  
lunch if they will be staying on campus after testing.

• The library will be closed.

• Students should arrive no later than 7:45 a.m. to their  
mentoring classrooms. Students will be dismissed by 
approximately 11:45 a.m.

• Students should bring two No. 2 pencils, a calculator  
and their student ID cards.

• If students are absent on testing day there are no  
make-up exams.

 

Counseling  
By MaryLynne Rodriguez  |  Department Chair 
 
The American School Counseling Association declared October  
2018 as both Positive Attitude Month and National Book Month.  
As a passionate college counselor, one of my favorite reads is Frank 
Bruni’s, Where You Go Is Not Who You’ll Be. The book provides  
readers with the message that there no single path to success in life.  
In the spirit of staying positive and sharing one of my favorite books,  
I’d like to share an excerpt on page 13 of Bruni’s book that shares a 
letter from two parents to their son:

“Dear Matt, 

One the night before you receive your first college 
response, we wanted to let you know that we could not 
be any prouder of you than we are today. Whether or not 
you get accepted does not determine how proud we are 
of everything you have accomplished and the wonderful 
person you have become. That will not change based on 
what admissions officers decide about your future. We  
will celebrate with joy wherever you get accepted—and 
the happier you are with those responses, the happier  
we will be. But your worth as a person, a student and  
our son is not diminished or influenced in the least by 
what theses colleges have decided. 

If it does not go your way, you’ll take a different route  
to get where you want. There is not a single college in 
this country that would not be lucky to have you, and  
you are capable of succeeding at any of them.  

We love you as deep as the ocean, as high as the sky,  
all the way around the world and back again—and 
to wherever you are headed.

Mom and Dad”

In a world of non-transparent college admissions, parents face many 
challenges. I hope the excerpt can help guide conversations at home.  
At Presentation, we believe that the true metric of Presentation  
graduate is not what college they get in to, but the measure of  
how she has developed as a young woman.

Follow us on Social Media! Instagram: @mylifeisplaid 
Twitter: @presentationhs and @prespanthers 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/presentationhs

mailto:mrodriguez@presentationhs.org
mailto:aishida@presentationhs.org
www.facebook.com/presentationhs
www.twitter.com/presentationhs
www.instagram.com/mylifeisplaid
www.instagram.com/mylifeisplaid
www.twitter.com/presentationhs
www.twitter.com/prespanthers
www.facebook.com/presentationhs
https://www.presentationhs.org/academics/counseling
https://www.presentationhs.org/academics/college-counseling


www.presentationhs.org

Community Involvement 
By Faguni Gupta ’21 
 
Faguni describes her experiences on the San Jose Urban Plunge:

On Friday, Sept. 14, a group of eight other students and I embarked 
on a two-day immersion trip to downtown San Jose. It was a  
meaningful trip that taught us about the complexity of homelessness 
and how it affects the state of mind of individuals who are forced into 
poverty. One experience that particularly changed my perception  
about the people in homelessness was serving breakfast at The  
Window.

The Window is a little “hole-in-the-cathedral-wall” place where 
individuals may use its address for legal purposes (i.e. for employment).  
I was serving coffee alongside my peers when a man named Steve began 
a conversation about the java. He told me how coffee and cooking 
brought his family together in his past out in the Midwest. As Steve 
spoke about the different cuisines of the world, I unexpectedly found 
many parallels between our lives. We both shared a love for food and 
coffee and used it to bond with our families.

Steve and I exchanged coffee recipes that we enjoy preparing for our 
family—his with an elegant raspberry twist, and mine of a frothy instant 
brew. Conversing with Steve shattered the stereotype in my mind about 
people experiencing homelessness. He made me realize that everyone 
has similar stories; but some people are subjected to judgment as a 
result of their living situation.

If you simply heard our conversation, would you be able to tell who  
was homeless? Why isn’t a person similar to me receiving the same 
dignity as I do? So while I alone can’t eradicate homelessness, I can  
make a difference by avoiding arbitrary judgments about one’s state  
of living. So next time you pass by a person experiencing homelessness, 
make eye contact with them and smile—if you see someone often, learn 
their name and maybe ask them how the weather is. The simple act of 
noticing an individual’s presence without judgment provides them with 
the dignity and respect we all deserve as human beings.

Campus Ministry 
By Lisa Brunolli  |  Director of Campus Ministry
 
September was a busy month! Special thanks to all of you who came  
and prayed with and for your daughters at the Mother-Daughter Mass  
& Breakfast on Sunday, Sept. 23. A special note of gratitude to Maria  
and Lisa Fuqua for writing and sharing their beautiful reflections about 
their relationship and their special bond with one another.   

On Monday, Sept. 10, as part of our student multi-faith program,  
senior Sarah Bruggeman led the Presentation community in prayer  
to commemorate Ross Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  

Our Core Team, the student leaders in our Peer Ministry program,  
went on retreat September 14-15 for faith formation and team bonding. 
The Core Team makes a large commitment to Campus Ministry, as they 
are the primary leaders in Peer Ministry and have opportunities to 
lead Campus Ministry programs, such as retreats, liturgies, Freshman 
Orientation, and prayer services.   

Parish Day is on Thursday, Oct. 4. It’s an honor to host Bishop  
McGrath, as well as the youth ministers and pastors of San José for  
a special liturgy and luncheon on campus. We encourage Catholic 
families to involve your daughters in local youth ministry parish 
groups—it’s a great opportunity for faith sharing and spiritual 
development.  

The first Junior Retreat of the year will be held on October 25-26.  
For juniors who were ready for a well-deserved break, this retreat  
will be held at the Jesuit Retreat Center of Los Altos; students will  
be able to reflect on their experiences as they reflect on the center’s 
lovely view of the valley. The theme of the retreat is “Sacred Journey” 
and it is lead by five senior Core Team members, faculty leaders,  
and a campus minister. The focus of the retreat is how to develop  
an adult prayer life and the value of being women of faith,  
integrity, and commitment. Spaces are available for most of our  
class level retreats. You can find the forms www.presentationhs.org/
faith-service/retreats All are welcome on these relaxing and  
faith-filled experiences!

It’s not too late for your daughter to sign up for the other class level 
retreats. Visit our website to download the registration form for the 
Sophomore, Junior, and Senior retreats.  

Still have questions? Please refer to the Parent FAQ. You are also 
welcome to contact Lisa Brunolli at lbrunolli@presentationhs.org  
if you need more information.

mailto:lbrunolli@presentationhs.org
https://www.presentationhs.org/events/mother-daughter-mass-and-breakfast
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https://www.presentationhs.org/faith-service/campus-ministry
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Modern Language 
By Sharon Iorgulescu  |  Department Chair

!Qué verano!  Quel été!   
What a summer 2018! No better way exists for our French and Spanish  
students to hone their language skills and improve their cultural literacy  
than travel to France and Spain! Modern Language students embarked 
on two amazing learning opportunities this past summer in France and 
Spain. Here are some highlights:

 
French students 
June 5-20  |  College Saint Charles, Pignan, France  |  Paris, France

Upon arrival in France, students were greeted by their host families and  
“culture with both a capital C and a lowercase c.” French art, literature,  
fashion, architecture, music and film were certainly trip highlights.  
Additionally, their daily life experienced at school and in the homes of  
French students, some of whom experienced the same here as part of  
our yearly exchange program, proved invaluable for improving their  
French language skills. Cultural comparisons were easily drawn between  
U.S. and French culture. The school Collège St. Charles, located near 
Montpellier in southern France, requires a longer school day and some  
getting used to! During one excursion, a visit to the Palais des papes in  
Avignon provided insight to the papacy when it was located in France 
and the lifestyles of the French popes. Visits to key places in Carcassonne, 
Arles, les Baux de Provence and Avignon provided exposure to so many  
other historical sites and interests that include the agriculture and history  
of olives in the region and ancient vineyards to name few. Students  
traveled on to Paris later in the trip where, not surprisingly, fashion was  
put on display! People watching on the metro added to the fashion 
experience and many students even noted this difference between  
French regions.

Spanish Students 
June 15-27  |  Salamanca, Spain  |  Seville, Spain

Spanish students were greeted by their tour guide upon arrival in Madrid 
and promptly made their way to Salamanca, enjoying the Spanish scenery, 
sunflower fields and Medieval towns in the distance. Soon they were 
installed in our “residencia” in the language institute (Mester International) 
that the students were to attend. A week of morning classes accompanied 
by afternoons of touring were just the right immersion for our already 
experienced Spanish students. Exposure to the local Catedral and 
Universidad de Salamanca, both amongst the oldest in all of Spain, were  
just the beginning! They enjoyed watching World Cup games in the Plaza 
Mayor, an evening of tapas, sampling churros con chocolate at the Art  
Deco Museum and Flamenco dance lessons to name a few fun activities.  
 
Our Pres girls learned the history of bullfighting, famous in that region,  
and also enjoyed hearing about the history of the guitar at a guitar 
making workshop—singing and playing included! The small city and 
safe environment allowed for much independence amongst students, 
resulting in exploration, chats with the locals and of course, testing their 
Spanish ordering lunches and (maybe daily) ice cream. Our Pres jet-setters 
rounded off the trip with a few final days in Sevilla and a day trip Córdoba, 
gaining insight into the great Muslim influence in Spain and the eventual 
colonization process from that southern region. It was hard to say adiós 
but most students have their eye on a study abroad experience in college.   

Student Activities: Mag Drive 
By Tim Case  |  Vice Principal of Student Activities

The 2018 Magazine Drive was a huge success! Thank you so much to the 
entire Presentation community that supported the school during the drive.  

The grand total of sales and donations was $263,923. 

This was the fourth highest total in the school’s history! As a result of 
these efforts we were able to raise more than $140,000 to support student 
programs and activities. Congrats to the Sophomore class for their victory 
(second year in a row!) with an average of $392/girl as a class (the fourth 
highest in the school’s history!). Congrats to Homeroom 9C (9C is the 
Tea!) for winning high homeroom with an average of $667/girl. 

Congrats to Sophomore, Anika Odgers for setting the all time school 
record for individual sales with a turn-in of $14,002 for the drive! 

As a result of the students’ efforts, we have earned both school holidays 
during President’s week!

Top 10 Homerooms:
1. 9C (Case/Schneider): 9C is the Tea! - $667/girl
2. 10F (Martin): We are Ten Eff, bump da bump da bump  

bump bump - $664/girl
3. 10C (Prietto): 10C You wish you were me - $635/girl
4. 9A (Furtado): 9A all the way, ole! - $495/girl
5. 9B (Cannizzaro): 9B is better than yours - $351/girl
6. 10A (Thomas): Thomas the Money Train Chugga Chugga  

Ching! - $344/girl
7. 11B (Ursin): 11B Can’t B Beat - $339/girl
8. 11A (Paxton): PaxMoneySelling - $338/girl
9. 12B (Fauria): We’re Coming Fauria - $336/girl

10. 12C ( Velez): Lil Swoboat - $328/girl

 
Top 8 Individual Sales - All cash winners!

1. Anika Odgers, 10C: $14,002 ($2,000)
2. Samantha Knapp, 10F: $13,189 ($350)
3. Malena Jelic, 9A: $5,979 ($200)
4. Isabelle O’Hara, 9C: $3,085 ($100)
5. Ashley Arasato, 9C: $2,800 ($100)
6. Sarah Burch, 12C: $2,687 ($100)
7. Abbey Taylor, 11A: $2,118 ($100)
8. Steph Gallis, 12B: $2,075 ($100)

 
Final Class Rankings

1. Sophomores: $392/girl
2. Freshman: $367/girl
3. Seniors: $255/girl
4. Juniors: $252/girl

It truly was an amazing effort this year. Students did truly “I LOVE MAGS!”  
Thanks again to everyone that supported the drive.

mailto:siorgulescu@presentationhs.org
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Volleyball
Tuesday, Oct. 9

vs. Valley Christian | 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 16
WCAL Playoffs Begin  |  Site TBD  |  6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 27
CCS Playoffs Begin  | Site and Time TBD

Tennis 
All matches are played at Wallenberg Park

Tuesday, Oct. 9
vs. Archbishop Mitty High School | 3:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 18
vs. Sacred Heart Cathedral | 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 23
vs. Valley Christian | 3:30 p.m.

Water Polo
Wednesday, Oct. 17

vs. Valley Christian | 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 20
Panther Varsity Challenge | Time TBD

Monday, Oct. 22
WCAL Playoffs Begin | Site and Time TBD

Field Hockey
Monday, Oct. 1

vs. Los Altos High School | 4 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 4
vs. St. Ignatius College Prep | 4 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 18
vs. Monta Vista | 3:30 p.m.

Varsity Home Games

Athletics 
By Stacey Mallison  |  Athletic Director 
 
Greeting Panthers!

Our fall student-athletes have been hard at work this fall with their  
CIF-mandated shortened season. Our Cross Country team won the 
Chieftain Classic at Toro Park in Salinas—and junior Gianna Mendoza 
took second place in the varsity race. Also, junior Kaitlin Khong took  
first place in the JV race! The Field Hockey team is playing in a new 
league this season; they are playing in the Santa Clara Valley Athletic 
League and have been playing exceptionally well! Their overall record  
is 8-2 and they have earned wins over Palo Alto, Homestead and  
Sobrato. The Golf team played in two tournaments in September  
(the WCAL Jamboree and the Helen Lengfeld Memorial tournament) 
and began their tough WCAL competition. Tennis is off to a remarkable 
start to their season, with an overall record of 5-0! They have earned 
wins over Willow Glen, Branham and The King’s Academy. Way to go, 
Tennis! Volleyball played a lot of games in September and had exciting 
wins over Los Altos, Salinas and Sacred Heart Prep. The volleyball team 
also held their Faculty Appreciation game and took the opportunity  
to thank and recognize Presentation’s talented, dedicated and amazing 
teachers! The water polo team is off to a great start; they won the  
Aptos tournament with a 4-3 win over Palo Alto. The water polo  
team is undefeated with their 6-0 record! Also, the JV water polo  
team volunteered with BAWSI this month and helped elementary  
aged girls at a local elementary school see how fun it is to live an  
active lifestyle! Great job water polo! 

The Athletic Program’s fundraiser, Game of Throws, will be held on 
Saturday, March 16 in the Miller Athletic Complex. Make sure to save  
this date! Please plan on being there to enjoy the baggo tournament, 
great food and drinks and many fun-filled festivities! Contact the  
Athletic Office for more information.

Go Panthers! 
Stacey Mallison 
Athletic Director

https://www.presentationhs.org/athletics/teams-schedules
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LAMP Meeting, 
6:30-9 p.m., Library

TADA! Board Mtg., 
6:30-7:30 p.m.,

Reception Room

Parent Board Mtg.,
7-9 p.m., Library

I.T.S. Concert, 
7-9 p.m., Theater

Math & Science
Independent Research, 

1:15-3 p.m., Room 7

Alumnae Council, 
6-9 p.m., Basile House

Choir Gala, 
6:30-9:30 p.m., Theater

Fashion Show Student 
Designer Meeting,

6-7 p.m., Library

Booster Board Meeting,
7-9 p.m., Library

2 3 4 5 6

For complete calendar visit
www.presentationhs.org/calendar

Parish Day Liturgy,
11:05 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Gym

LAMP Fall Event, 
6-9 p.m., Center

Financial Aid Night: 
Senior Parents,

7-8:30 p.m., Theater

Speech & Debate 
Tournament,

3-10 p.m.

Speech & Debate 
Tournament,

3-10 p.m.

Speech & Debate 
Tournament,

3-10 p.m.

Student Holiday:
Columbus Day

Swim to Remember, 
6-7 a.m. and 1-7 p.m., Pool

TechWomen Event, 
12:30-2:40 p.m.

Testing Day

Young Alum Board Mtg., 
6-8 p.m., Basile House

High School 
Information Night:  

Public & Private Schools, 
7-9 p.m., Theater

Black & White
Charity Ball, 
7:45-11 p.m.

Food Justice
Education Event,

1-2 p.m., Gym

Fashion Show Executive 
Meeting, 8-11 a.m.,

Basile House

Open House,
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Winter Sports Begin

https://www.presentationhs.org/about-us/calendar
www.presentationhs.org



