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Letter from the Principal
Dear Parents and Friends of Presentation,

It was a pleasure to welcome you and our students back to school last 
month!  It is hard to believe our school year is already in full swing.

Our liturgical theme for the year is “We are One.” The theme is inspired 
by the belief that we are one in community, one in Christ, one in God’s 
love, and one in our support of one another. At our opening liturgy, 
students and faculty reflected on how we each can serve our community 
and honor the sacred dignity in one another this year.

This is also a year of transition and rebuilding community. As you have 
heard, Mary Miller announced her resignation this week. Her departure 
is a significant change and one we are all still processing. Additionally, 
I will be on maternity leave from Monday, Sept. 17 - Monday, Nov. 26.  
While the timing is not ideal, my husband and I are thrilled to welcome 
our first child. I know this amount of change can be unsettling, but I 
leave you in the very capable hands of our Administrative Team. You 
may contact Andria Bengtson regarding Academics, Tim Case about 
Student Activities, and Nancy Taylor for Student Services in my absence. 
Sister Pam and the Board of Directors will also be available and play a 

leadership role, especially during my leave and as the board searches for 
a new president.

Community doesn’t just “happen.”  It is created thanks to the individual 
commitments and dedication of its members. Our students, faculty, and 
you are our community. I encourage you to join us and reflect as we all 
did on how we can contribute to a more just and unified community --  
at Presentation, in our neighborhoods, and even nationally. How can  
we enrich our community and celebrate the talents of others? How do  
we approach one another with empathy? How can we demonstrate 
kindness and commit to putting the last first?

Take good care and I look forward to seeing you 
in November. 

Best, 
Katherine Georgiev 
Principal
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Club Day
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Parent Board 
By Cheryl Engelstad | Parent Board President

 
Welcome back to school and for new Presentation parents, welcome to 
Pres! I would like to introduce myself as this year’s Parent Board President. 
As an alum, I’m so excited to be back at Pres and part of the Parent Board. 
For those of you unfamiliar with the Parent Board, we are a group of 
parents that coordinate several excellent events at Presentation each year 
to raise funds toward student scholarships and needed equipment for 
classrooms, campus clubs and athletics. Just to name a few of these events, 
there is the Mother-Daughter Pancake Breakfast this month, the Poker 
Tournament in November and annual Crab Feed in February. All the events 
take time to plan and execute and we wouldn’t be able to do it without the 
help of volunteers. Please consider volunteering for some events, getting 
to know your fellow parents on this shared journey, and playing an active 
role in your daughter’s high school experience.   

Mag Drive is here! 
By Tim Case  |  Vice Principal of Student Activities

Mag Drive 2018 officially begins Friday, Sept. 7! We hope you are excited 
to join the I LOVE MAGS SQUAD! 

As a reminder, all students are required to turn in either $120 in magazine 
sales/subscriptions or donations. That said, our school goal is at least $240 
per student and we very much appreciate your support reaching our goal!

Go to www.gaschoolstore.com and use our Organization ID #2585081 
(Presentation High School Panthers) to purchase your magazines online, 
or to register to inform your friends and family. We strongly encourage 
students to create an official account online so they can track their sales 
and progress. All freshman will be automatically enrolled with an online 
account. Information on how to log-in and use it will be distributed 
in homeroom. Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors, please check with 
homeroom teacher to see if you already have an online account. They 
have that information including your ID# and the email used to create 
an account. It is important that accounts created online are linked to the 
school ID/name above in order for Presentation to receive credit for the 
sales. When registered online, students can create promotional videos  
and contact family/friends digitally and through social media to enhance 

sales. Sales conducted this way will automatically be linked to that student’s 
sales account. We encourage online sales as it is the easiest and fastest way 
to process orders accurately and for you and customers to begin receiving 
their orders. Not interested in magazines? No problem! The website also has 
many other items to purchase from sports gifts, jewelry, Christmas gifts, and 
more!

Don’t forget to print and save your online receipts and be sure that  
people that purchase from you send you their proof of purchase so that you 
earn sales credit and prizes during the drive. If sales are not done via  
a registered student account online, you will need these receipts. 

There are a number of things students can win including: $2,000 to the high 
seller, cash awards for the top seven high sellers, cash from the wheel spin, 
gift cards ( Jamba Juice, iTunes, In-N-Out), candy, t-shirts, free dress passes, 
Togo’s and Round Table Pizza lunches, and of course, school holidays!

All orders must be completed and turned in by Monday, Sept. 24 to receive 
credit during the Mag Drive. If you have any questions feel free 
to contact Tim Case at tcase@presentationhs.org.

The Lantern is a great place to find information on upcoming activities and 
volunteer opportunities for future events. In addition, the Parent Board 
members are always willing to answer your questions about Parent Board 
activities. You may see us around in our royal blue Parent Board polo shirts. 
Please say hello and feel free to chat about all things Parent Board.   The 
board generally meets the first Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
library and all parents are welcome and encouraged to attend.

I am excited to work with the exceptional group of people called the Parent 
Board and look forward to all the amazing events this year at Presentation. 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

https://www.presentationhs.org/student-life/mag-drive
mailto:tcase@presentationhs.org
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Office of Advancement 
By Mattie Spillane  |  Special Events Coordinator
 
Online Auction 
This year, Presentation will be hosting an online auction that will be  
bigger and better than ever! Get a jump on your Black Friday shopping 
by perusing our huge catalog of holiday gifts for everyone on your list. 
This online auction will run in November but we need your help now!

We are looking for any and all donations-gift cards, sports tickets, jewelry, 
handbags, unique items, spa certificates, premium wine, vacation homes, 
home decor items and exclusive experiences like cooking classes or wine 
tastings.  

For any questions about donations or to arrange donation drop-off please 
contact Mattie Spillane at mspillane@presentationhs.org. Thank you 
for your support!

 
Fashion Show 
Have fun and make a difference! Join the 2018 Fashion Show Committee!

Don’t miss the Fashion Show kick-off meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 18 from 
7-9 p.m. in the Marian Stuckey Student Center on campus. From marketing 
to design, construction to instruction, and fashion to logistics-there are  
job openings to fit most every talent, schedule and passion. The Fashion 
Show features Pres seniors in an entertaining show that raises important 
funds to support the Endowment for Financial Aid. Join us to learn more 
about this year’s theme, check out volunteer openings and meet a new 
friend or two! Appetizers and lively libations will be served. For more 
information contact this year’s Fashion Show Chair, Sherry Riordan 
at sherrylriordan@gmail.com or Special Events Coordinator Mattie 
Spillane at mspillane@presentationhs.org.

Follow us on Social Media! Instagram: @mylifeisplaid 
Twitter: @presentationhs and @prespanthers 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/presentationhs

College Counseling  
By Anya Ishida  |  Director of College Counseling 
 
September marks the beginning of an exciting college application season 
for the Class of 2019. This month, seniors will begin working on their 
college applications with their college counselor. Every student will be 
at a different place in the application process. The college counselors 
are meeting with seniors individually to finalize the college list and 
ensure that students are aware of all application requirements and 
deadlines. Counselors will provide guidance in all aspects of the college 
application, including college essay review and admissions interview 
preparation. It is very important for students to stay organized and 
aware of approaching deadlines. 

The College Counseling department believes in a student-driven 
college process and strong partnerships with parents. Beginning this 
month, students and parents will gain college knowledge in new and 
innovative ways. We will strive to keep parents well-informed and 
involved by providing parent webinars, college application tutorials, 
and other online resources in addition to our evening parent nights. 
Families will receive college meeting updates and will have several 
opportunities to connect with the college counselors throughout the 
year. Communication is essential during the fall application season  
and we welcome any questions or concerns that may arise this month.  

Juniors will build a strong foundation of college knowledge this year. 
Junior year is the year for college research, developing a standardized 
testing plan, identifying college match priorities, and creating a 
“Foundation 5” list of colleges. In September and October, college 
representatives from 90+ colleges and universities will be visiting 
Presentation to connect with our students. We hope to see juniors in 
those meetings!

Stay positive, confident, and united as a family this month. Application  
season is here and we are ready!

Community Involvement 
By Lindsay Velez  |  Director of Community Involvement
 
Each year Community Involvement welcomes the freshmen during 
orientation by engaging them in service. There’s no better way to learn 
about our motto “Not Words, But Deeds” than by doing something for 
others. So, this year the class of 2022 channeled their creative side and  
made over 200 placemats for Martha’s Kitchen. This organization serves  
hot meals to those without. They strive to not just provide a meal, but  
a place where people can receive the dignity they deserve. They have  
served over three million meals since their founding. Our placemats  
will help add a little joy and beauty to the dining room. We can't wait  
to do more service with our new students over the next four years!

mailto:aishida@presentationhs.org
mailto:mspillane@presentationhs.org
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mailto:lvelez@presentationhs.org
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www.instagram.com/mylifeisplaid
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www.twitter.com/presentationhs
www.twitter.com/prespanthers
www.facebook.com/presentationhs
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Campus Ministry 
By Lisa Brunolli  |  Director of Campus Ministry     
Campus Ministry was busy in August with many opening activities.  
The Peer Ministry team and some special guests ran a session at 
Freshman Orientation, sharing about their experiences of attending  
a Catholic school and how their faith has grown at Presentation, 
regardless of their religion or where they were on their spiritual 
journey. 

On Wednesday, Aug. 15 our entire community gathered for an  
Opening Liturgy to celebrate the Feast day of the Assumption of Mary. 
Mrs. Georgiev shared a reflection on our school’s liturgical theme for  
the year, “We are One.” The theme is inspired by the belief that we are 
one in community, one in God’s love, one in hope, and one in support  
of one another. We asked everyone in our community to reflect upon  
the theme and to commit to doing something to contribute to the 
inclusiveness and to the community spirit of Presentation.  

Being part of a community means to celebrate our diversity and also  
to celebrate what we have in common. On Tuesday, Aug. 22, students  
Sofia Basillo and Tensiha Ciby from the Asian Student Union, led us 
in prayer to celebrate Eid al-Adhya—an Islamic holiday celebrated  
by Muslims worldwide and is known as the “Festival of Sacrifice.” It 
commemorates when God appeared to Abraham and asked him to  
sacrifice his son as an act of obedience. As Abraham was about to 
sacrifice his son, God stopped him and gave him a sheep to kill in  
place of his son to commemorate Abraham’s loyalty to God, many 
Muslim families sacrifice an animal and give the meat to the poor.  
They also are required to donate to charities that benefit the poor.  
As part of the prayer, Junior Zara Shariff recited an Islamic prayer  
that asks God to show us the the right path and to give thanks to  
God for being most merciful, most gracious, and most kind. Later  
that day at lunch, the Asian Student Union held a bake sale to raise 
money to donate to Martha’s Kitchen. 

On September 14-15, the Core Team, a smaller group of 16 student 
leaders within Peer Ministry, will make a retreat at the Jesuit Retreat  

www.presentationhs.org

Center led by the Campus Ministers. On Sunday, Sept. 23, Pres students 
have the opportunity to gather for mass and breakfast with their mothers 
and any other special women in their lives at the Mother-Daughter Mass  
& Breakfast. All are invited to this memorable annual tradition. The mass 
will begin at 9 a.m. in the courtyard. After mass, all are invited for a  
pancake breakfast in the Miller Athletic Complex. Please call the 
Advancement Office for more information or to purchase a ticket. 

Retreat information 
Freshman Retreat (mandatory for all freshmen) will be offered on 
Monday, March 4 at Mount Hermon. Spaces are still available for the 
sophomore, junior, and senior retreats. Registration forms, permission 
slips, and more information about each retreat are available on our  
website, www.presentationhs.org/faith-service/retreats. These  
retreats are free and open to students of all faith traditions. 

We wish you a blessed beginning of this school year!

Theater  
By Jim Houle  |  Director of Performing Arts 
 
Our first musical production of the year has been cast, and seniors  
Laura Powers and Lauren Chivers will lead the cast of our November 
musical: The Music Man. Presentation will continue its reputation for 
having “the hardest working company in show business” as students 
begin their dance rehearsals, vocal technique training and blocking 
rehearsals. The cast’s parents are also in on the act, volunteering  
their weekends to build our original sets and costumes. This will  
surely be a production not to be missed. Tickets are already on sale  
at www.presentationhs.org/boxoffice. You can pick your seat and  
pay for it online. Performances start Saturday, Nov. 3. Don’t miss  
this great show.  

mailto:lbrunolli@presentationhs.org
https://www.presentationhs.org/faith-service/campus-ministry
www.presentationhs.org/faith-service/retreats
https://www.presentationhs.org/faith-service/retreats
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www.presentationhs.org/boxoffice
www.presentationhs.org/boxoffice
www.presentationhs.org
https://www.presentationhs.org/events/mother-daughter-mass-and-breakfast
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Welcome back, Panther supporters! I hope you had a great  
summer and that you were able to spend some time together  
as a family. The fall sports teams have officially started their  
seasons and are hard at work. Please check the team pages  
on the Athletics website to see their schedule and come watch 
the Panthers in action!

The Athletics Boosters is trying to reach 300 Booster members 
this year—please sign up if you haven't already! Presentation’s 
Athletic Boosters directly supports the students who are involved 
in the athletic program. The money raised by Boosters pays for 
our amazing assistant coach stipends, equipment for our teams 
and helps to offset the $120,000 transportation budget. Register 
online or stop by the Athletic Office to get more information!

Our athletic program is working with the Bay Area Women’s 
Sports Initiative (BAWSI) again this fall, starting on September 
13. I’m looking for students who want to get involved and  
volunteer to work with elementary-aged kids for one hour a 
week for eight weeks in the fall semester. Stop by the Athletic 
Office for more info or contact me directly if you would like 
more information.

Make sure to mark your calendar for the Athletic Department’s 
Fundraiser! This year Game of Throws will be held on Saturday, 
March 16 in the Miller Athletic Complex. Please join us for a  
fun night that will include the baggo tournament, great food  
and drinks and many fun-filled festivities! Please support your  
Athletic program and have a fun night with our amazing  
Presentation community!

Go Panthers! 
Stacey Mallison 
Athletic Director

Varsity Field Hockey Home Games
Tuesday, Sept. 11

vs. Lynbrook High School | 4 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 13
vs. Saratoga High School | 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 18
vs. Palo Alto High School | 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 25
vs. St. Francis High School | 4 p.m.

Varsity Tennis Home Games 
All matches are played at Wallenberg Park

Wednesday, Sept. 5
vs. Branham High School | 3:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 12
vs. Willow Glen High School | 3:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 25
vs. St. Francis High School | 3:30 p.m.

Varsity Volleyball Home Games
Tuesday, Sept. 4

vs. Branham High School | 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 6
vs. Salinas High School | 6:30 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 7
vs. Sacred Heart Cathedral | 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 11
vs. St. Ignatius College Prep | 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 13
vs. Sacred Heart Prep | 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 15
Jim Reilly Varsity Panther Challenge | 8 a.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 18
vs. St. Francis High School | 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 25
vs. Archbishop Mitty High School | 6:30 p.m.

Varsity Water Polo Home Games
Friday, Sept. 7

vs. Pioneer High School | 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 19
vs. St. Ignatius College Prep | 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 26
vs. Sacred Heart Prep | 5:30 p.m.

www.presentationhs.org
www.presentationhs.org/athletics
www.presentationhs.org/athletics
https://www.presentationhs.org/athletics/teams-schedules/field-hockey
https://www.presentationhs.org/athletics/teams-schedules/tennis
https://www.presentationhs.org/athletics/teams-schedules/volleyball
https://www.presentationhs.org/athletics/teams-schedules/water-polo
mailto:smallison@presentationhs.org
https://www.presentationhs.org/athletics/game-of-throws
https://www.presentationhs.org/athletics/booster-club
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For complete calendar visit
www.presentationhs.org/calendar
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LAMP Meeting, 
6:30-9 p.m., Library

TADA! Board Meeting, 
6:30-7:30 p.m.,

Reception Room

Speech & Debate 
Parent Info Night,

6-8 p.m., Library

Math & Science 
Colloquium, 

7-8:30 p.m., MSC

Senior Parent College 
Night, 7-8:30 p.m., Theater

29

School Holiday, 
Labor Day

Fashion Show 
Executive Meeting, 

8-11 a.m., Basile House

Mag Drive Begins!

Mag Drive Turn-In #1

Lantern League Panel 
Discussion, 5-9 p.m., MSC

Math & Science 
Independent Research, 

1:15-3 p.m., Room 7

Mag Drive Turn-In #2

Mid-Quarter Progress

Young Alum Board Mtg., 
6-8 p.m., Basile House

Parent Board Meeting,
7-9 p.m., Library

Mag Drive Turn-In #3
San Jose Urban Plunge

Fall Mixer, 
7:30-10 p.m., MSC

Varsity Volleyball 
Tournament, 

8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Gym

Student Holiday
Fashion Show Kick-Off 
Meeting, 7-9 p.m., MSC

Mag Drive Turn-In #4

Alumnae Council,
6-9 p.m., Basile House

Heritage Society New 
Member Dinner, 6-9 p.m. Mag Drive Turn-In #5

Mother-Daughter Mass & 
Breakfast, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Mag Drive Final Turn-In!
Senior 2019 Class Photo, 

12:30-2:45 p.m., 
CLC Courtyard

Booster Board Meeting, 
7-9 p.m., Libary

JV Volleyball Tournament, 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Gym

30
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