The Advisor is the quarterly newsletter produced by the Presentation High School College Counseling
Department. It contains current information about what’s happening in the world of college admission.

SCHEDULING THOUGHTS
Students have completed the scheduling process for the
2020-2021 school year. Throughout the process, the college
counselors answered scheduling questions like, “How will
this impact college?” or “Will this look good on my college
applications?” Remember, there is no such thing as a perfect
schedule. Each college will review a student’s transcript in
their own way and college admissions changes from year
to year. This makes it extremely difficult to answer the
questions above. Therefore, curating a balanced schedule
that includes classes within the student’s interest is the
end goal in scheduling. A student that is challenged, but
not overwhelmed, is one that finds success in the college
admissions process.

COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT:

The College of William & Mary
Katie Badagliacco ’18 returned to Presentation in
December to talk to students about The College of
William & Mary. The College of William & Mary is a
public research university in Williamsburg, Virginia and
is the second oldest institution of higher education in
the United States. Their curriculum requirements are
focused on oral presentations, public speaking and
writing. Interesting courses include, Emerging Diseases,
Haunted House and Victims of Love. Seventy percent of
students are involved in research and 50% of students
study abroad. Our very own Julia Asada, a proud
William & Mary graduate, is pictured above with Katie.

Note: Most colleges require two years of a foreign language.
The UC system recommends three years of a foreign
language. There are a few highly selective colleges that
recommend three to four years of a foreign language.
What to Do: Enroll in courses that you are genuinely
interested in. Students should be thinking about hours of
homework, course content, and classroom expectations
when considering changes to their schedule in June 2020.
What Not to Do: Do not base scheduling decisions on the
feedback of peers. Do not take a course because you think
it will “look good” on a college application. Students have
been denied even after ‘doubling up’ and taking community
college courses. Find your balance.

www.presentationhs.org/college-counseling
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SUMMER ENRICHMENT
Students should be in the process of planning their summer. Students have many options that
include: getting a part-time job, traveling, immersion trips, taking a summer course, participating
in a summer college program, doing an internship or volunteering, participating in a conference,
or working on a personal project. Colleges do not give preference to students who participate
in summer college programs. Non-traditional leadership is still considered leadership and all
summer enrichment opportunities will be valued in the college admissions process. Students
should participate in summer programs with the goal of expanding their knowledge and to
experience something new and interesting. Students can use www.teenlife.com for a database
of summer enrichment opportunities as well as access resources through our Career Exploration
Office by visiting www.presentationhs.org/academics/ceo. Students can also access internships
and opportunities through the Tallo app.

DECEMBERFEST 2019
Last month, Mr. Lorenzo attended DecemberFest, a one week counselor visit program in
Southern California featuring nine colleges in the greater Los Angeles Area (specifically in
Pasadena, Whittier, Redlands and Claremont). The tour featured one polytechnic school
(CalTech), three urban liberal arts colleges (Occidental, Whittier, Redlands), and the one
of a kind consortium of the Claremont Colleges (Pomona, Claremont McKenna, Scripps,
Pitzer, Harvey Mudd). This collection of colleges represents a wide range of academic
programs, experiences, and opportunities students can maximize. From partnerships with
the NASA Jet Propulsion Lab, Amazon, Professional sports teams, Disneyland, renowned art/
cultural centers, and a wide ranging laboratory of biodiversity, including cutting edge things
like spatial thinking, the ability to learn in and out of the classroom are tremendous. Whether
you prefer Southern California as a potential location, a liberal arts education, or something
related to technology, we encourage you to look into these options, especially if you’re thinking
about music, performing arts, environmental policy, political science, and/or creating your
own individual-ized major. If any of these colleges sound interesting feel free to check-in with
Mr. Lorenzo or Ms. Ishida (participated in the same tour a few years ago). Check out a few
pictures of former Panthers that Mr. Lorenzo reconnected with during the tour.
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READ, LISTEN, TOUR
Read: We live in a community where
students feel the need to study a specific
major or choose a certain pathway to
be successful. What if your student
wants to pursue a liberal arts education?
Is it a waste of time and money? A
study conducted by Georgetown
University’s Center on Education
and The Workforce finds that a liberal
arts education is remarkably practical.
Learn more about educational ROI based
on research from 4,500 colleges and
universities.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sophomore Parent College Night
February 11
7:30 p.m.
Valenzuela Theater

Listen: Getting In: Your College
Admissions Companion (one of Ms.
Ishida’s favorites!) is a podcast by Julie
Lythcott-Haims that explores each stage
of the college admissions process by
following a group of New York City
seniors on their journey from application
to enrollment.

Junior College Workshop
February 27
7 p.m.
The Center

SPRING BREAK

Tour: University of New Hampshire
is a public research university located
in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, an
hour north of Boston. UNH has around
15,000 students and NCAA Division I
athletics. Notable academic majors include
Ocean Engineering, Direct Entry Nursing,
Animal Science, Marine Biology and
Equine Studies. UNH also offers merit
scholarships for out-of-state students and
merit scholarships for women in STEM
majors. For questions and to connect with
an admissions counselor, please contact
Nhien Quach at nhien.quach@unh.edu.

College Tours
Athens Advisors is a company that
will be offering two college tours
in April. Please see their website
for detailed information. Because
Athens Advisors is not affiliated with
Presentation High School, questions
about the tours can be answered
by calling (408) 430-7340.

COLLEGE
COUNSELING
NEWS
For more information, click on
the links below.
CalTech Drops SAT Subject Tests
Certificates and Associate Degrees
Can Outearn Bachelor’s Degrees
Early Decision Has Hit Its Limits

COLLEGE COUNSELING CONTACT INFO
Anya Ishida
aishida@presentationhs.org

Patrick Lorenzo
plorenzo@presentationhs.org

Tajinder Kaur
tkaur@presentationhs.org
Presentation High School College Counseling | 3

