
	  

	  

 
General statement to all students in AP preparation courses: 

 
Each academic department has some specific recommendations that would ensure that each 
student considering registering for an Advanced Placement Test would know what is suggested 
in order to be more likely to receive a passing score. 
 
These recommendations should be considered before a student registers for an exam. 
Additionally, each student should make sure she meets the standards outlined and is willing to 
put forth the effort recommended, in order to be successful. 
 
If students are interested in taking an AP exam this May, the registration period will take place in 
the beginning of March. The registration period will be announced in the student bulletin. All AP 
exams are administered at Presentation High School.   
 
If students are considering or are planning to take an AP exam, they need to read the “AP 
Bulletin for Students and Parents.” Students should read the bulletin cover to cover as it has a lot 
of important information regarding the AP exams. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



	  

	  

Science Department 
 
Course: AP Biology  
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Students receiving an A in AP Biology are most likely to earn passing grades.   
2. Students should spend an additional 2-3 hours a week in the semester prior to the AP 

Exam. 
3. Mrs. Colvin will be offering 4-6 review sessions during collaboration and after    

    school in the months prior to the AP test.  During the review sessions the following  
    topics will be addressed: 
• The relative percent to test questions on various topics 
• The AP Biology labs (extra time will be dedicated to the labs not performed in class) 
• Multiple choice and essay questions from previous exams 
• Review of topics the students feel would be most beneficial 

 

Course: AP Chemistry 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Students with a B or better are encouraged to take the test .  
2. All students are expected to be studying for the exam on their own 
3. Ms. Russo will be doing in class reviews before the AP test.  AP review packets will also 

be handed out. 
4. Students should re-try some of the AP problems from test and quizzes as well as those 

done in class.  
 
 

Course: AP Physics 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. A student with an A to a B+ are most likely to earn a passing grade. 
2. All students should expect to be studying 3-4 weeks before on their own. 
3. Mrs. Rosenthal will be doing 5 or 6 in class reviews before the AP test.  AP review 

packets will also be handed out.  
4. Students should re-try some of the AP problems that have been done in class as practice. 

 
 
 
 

Course: AP Environmental Science 
 
Specific Recommendations: 



	  

	  

1. Students who have B- or higher grades in AP Environmental Science are encouraged to 
take the test. 

2. All students should expect to be studying 3-4 weeks before on their own. 
3. Ms. Twiddy will offer 2 AP review sessions outside of class time to review key topics, 

tips for writing FRQs, performing calculations without calculators, and experimental 
design. While these sessions are not mandatory, they are highly recommended for all 
students planning on taking the AP exam. 

 

Modern Language Department 
 
Courses: To be read in AP Language and Culture Courses (Spanish and French) 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Eligibility:  Students must be in a fourth level or Honors III level in order to take this 
course. 

2. Grades: an average GPA of B or better in previous modern language courses.  
3. It is highly recommended for students in this course to take the AP exam in Spring, 

especially if the student has been successful both semesters.  Teachers who are currently 
teaching upper division courses (IV and V) are  
     available for assistance in studying for this exam.  Designated review sessions      will 
be announced prior to the AP Exam.  As AP students,  we recommend that participants 
spend several hours studying per week prior to taking the exam. 

4. This course will NOT prepare you for the AP Spanish Literature and Culture Exam, with 
an exception of increased writing practice and advancing reading comprehension. 
 
Course:  To be read in AP Spanish Literature and Culture Courses 
 
Specific recommendations: 
 1. Eligibility:  Students must successfully complete the AP Spanish Language and 
Culture course in order to take this course. 

2. Grades: an average GPA of B or better in previous Spanish classes every year.  
3. It is highly recommended for students in this course to take the AP exam in 

Spring, especially if the student has been successful both semesters.  The teacher currently upper 
division courses (V and VI) is available for assistance in studying for this exam.  Designated 
review sessions will be announced prior to the AP Exam.  As AP students, we recommend that 
participants spend several hours studying per week prior to taking the exam. 
 

Math Department 
 
Course:  AP Calculus BC 
 
Specific Recommendations: 



	  

	  

1. Students who have been successful in the past with the AP Calculus BC Exam are 
enrolled in AP Calculus BC with a B+ or better.  

2. Students who have a fall semester grade in AP Calculus BC of B or B- are encouraged to 
take the AP Calculus AB exam. 

3. Only students willing to systematically prepare for the exam through review and study 
outside the normal class time should take an AP Calculus exam.  Teachers will be 
available for help during their regular hours.  Each teacher has a sample AP packet and 
tests as part of their current curriculum.   

 
Course:  AP Statistics 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Students with a B or higher in AP Statistics in both the first semester and leading up to 
the exam are most likely to be successful on the AP Statistics exam. 

2. In addition to in-class review, students should expect to spend approximately 10 hours 
outside of class preparing for the AP exam. 

3. Students will be provided with a practice test and review packets to help them prepare. 
Teachers will be available during normal hours for review sessions and to answer any 
questions.  

 
Course: AP Computer Science 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Students with a B or higher in AP Computer Science in both the first semester and 
leading up to the exam are most likely to be successful on the AP Computer Science 
exam.  

2. In addition, by second semester, students should be able to complete most of the lab 
assignments independently in order to be successful on the AP Computer Science exam. 

3. Although there will be in-class review, students will need to complete additional outside 
review of vocabulary, syntax, structures, and class design.  

4. Students will be provided with a practice test and review packets to help them prepare. 
5. Teachers will be available for help during their regular hours. 

 

English Department 
 
Courses:  AP statement will be made by all instructors of courses.     
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Students should take the test as seniors, not juniors. 
2. We recommend that all students signing up for the English Literature exam   

             should  have taken the AP English Literature, Honors American Literature, and    
             Honors World Literature courses.  Most students need these two years of solid   
             preparation.    



	  

	  

3. Students with an A- average or higher in Honors and AP English classes are far  
            more likely to pass the exam. 
4. While occasionally we offer AP review sessions outside of class, most of the AP   
             test preparation is done in the classroom setting.  The skills needed to pass are  
             those that are emphasized in all our English courses: Be able to read, think, and  
             write critically.   
5. If you have not taken the full two years of AP and Honors courses, or you have  
            not earned above an A- average in these courses, but you are still considering  
            taking the AP exam, please consult your English teacher before registering.   
6. Students generally take the English Literature exam. 
7. Strong students enrolled in the regular upper division English classes sometimes  

          choose to take the English Language exam.  The writing portion on this exam    
          entails argumentation, analysis, and synthesis. 

8. Students who typically do well on the English Language exam excel in grammar  
            and non-fiction writing and have taken Expository and Contemporary Writing. 

For further information on this test, contact, Ms. Komar or your College    Counselor.   
 

Social Studies Department 
 
Course: AP Macroeconomics  
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Must be enrolled in AP Macroeconomics . 
2. Students who pass the exam usually have a grade of B or higher in the course. 
3. Students must spend 15 hours studying for the exam. 
4. Attend all review sessions conducted by Mrs. Georgiev. 

 
Course: AP United States History 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Must be enrolled in AP United States History class and have an A or A- in the 
course.  Some B students also pass, but the pass rate is lower.   

2. The student will need to spend at least 20 hours studying outside of normal course 
preparation; ten hours will be outside of class review sessions with the teacher. Students 
who attained a 4 or 5 spent 30-40 hours studying outside of regular course preparation. 

 

Course: AP American Government 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Must be enrolled in the AP American Government class. 
2. Students who pass the exam usually have a grade of B+ or higher for the course.   



	  

	  

3. Students must spend 15 hours reviewing for the exam, including reviewing vocabulary 
and practicing FRQ writing. 

4. Attend all review sessions offered by the teacher. 
 
Course: AP Psychology 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Must be enrolled in AP Psychology. 
2. A student with an A- or above has a greater opportunity of success on the 

exam.  (Students who earn a 5 have an A- or above as her semester 1 grade; students who 
earn a 4 have a B+ average; students who earn a 3 have a B average). The grade on the 
first semester final exam Scranton portion is the best predictor of AP performance. 

3. She will need to spend 10+ hours review course work individually.   
4. 4-6 hours with the teacher will also improve the student’s understanding of the test, its 

topics and her pass rate. 
 

Art Department 
 
Course: AP Studio Art – Drawing 
 
Specific Recommendations: 

1. Students receiving an “A” in AP Art are most likely to earn a passing grade on their 
college AP studio AP art portfolio. 

2. Students should spend an additional 3-6 hours a week working on their concentration for 
their studio art portfolio throughout the second semester. The art portfolio must be 
completed by the end of April. Your art portfolio will be submitted the first week of 
May.   

3. Students will photograph their Breadth and Concentration artwork when it is finished. In 
January, students will begin uploading their artwork to the AP submission site as soon as 
the site is available. 

4. The AP Studio Art Teacher will offer an additional one hour of class time after school to 
help students complete their portfolios on time.  It’s recommended that they attend. 
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